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of warring youngsters, neither of whom knew
him or gave a rip about him. He just hap-
pened to be in the way.

Now, when I hear that story, or when I
get yet another letter from somebody telling
me they can never change jobs because
they’ve got a child with a terrible illness and
their preexisting condition won’t allow any
other employer to give them health insur-
ance, or when somebody talks to me like they
did in San Bernardino today about whether
there are going to be enough jobs for their
children there after the base closings, it just
seems to me that those are the things that
our public discourse ought to be con-
centrated on. When I looked at those kids
at UCLA today, that’s what I thought.

You know, in this country today—it’s going
to be a great test for Willie Brown with his
new talk show—most people—I’m serious,
I’m serious—he’s a delightful man with a
wonderful personality, he’ll pull it off. But
the truth is that most people who talk sense
and try to bring out the best in folks today
are not great commercial successes. If you
want to immediately become a popular cul-
ture figure, just bad-mouth somebody; they’ll
give you a talk show. You think about it. We
have to fight against that.

I want to end where I began. If you think
about what the Kennedys meant to us a gen-
eration ago, they were able to do that be-
cause we had inside a willingness, a willing
heart, a listening ear, a willingness to be sum-
moned to higher purposes, a willingness to
believe that we could come together, a will-
ingness to believe that we could make a dif-
ference. You all still have that here. You can
feel it here tonight. Those kids at UCLA—
62 percent of the student body now minority
students, they’re in the majority, just as they
will be in many States within a very few
years—you could feel it there. What we owe
to our country is to change the heart of the
country. We just simply cannot be, with all
these challenges before us, all of which, by
the way, can be met with sufficient effort and
thought and constancy, we cannot afford to
be divided, diverted, distracted. We cannot.

We have to have our hearts and our ears
and our eyes open. We have to stop shouting
at each other and start talking with each
other. And we surely have to make a begin-

ning by retaining in public life those people
who have devoted themselves to actually
doing something that makes a difference.

You will rarely find anybody who has
served in the United States Senate for 6 or
12 years who has been involved in so many
things that make a difference as has Dianne
Feinstein in her very short tenure there. I
hope you will renew it and extend it. The
Nation needs it, and it will be good for the
spirit of California and the feeling that we
have to bring back to our whole country.

Thank you very much, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:20 p.m. at the
Green Acres Estate. In his remarks, he referred
to Willie Brown, speaker of the California State
Assembly; actress Sally Field; Ron and Jan Burkle,
hosts of the fundraiser; Richard Blum, Senator
Feinstein’s husband; Tommy Lasorda, manager of
the Los Angeles Dodgers baseball team; Bill Dan-
nemeyer and Michael Huffington, candidates for
the Republican senatorial nomination; and Wil-
liam Bennett, former Director of the Office of
National Drug Control Policy. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Statement on Cuban Independence
Day
May 20, 1994

On this May 20th, Cuban Independence
Day, I wish to convey to the Cuban-Amer-
ican community the best wishes of the Amer-
ican people. We fully share your hopes and
aspirations for a future when the people of
Cuba can enjoy freedom and democracy. For
over three decades, Cuba has suffered under
an inhumane dictatorship. It’s my deep and
committed desire that the Cuban people will
live in liberty.

The centerpiece of my administration’s
foreign policy toward Latin America and the
Caribbean has been a commitment to de-
mocracy, human rights, and accountable gov-
ernment. A welcome tide of democratic gov-
ernment has swept throughout the hemi-
sphere. The will of the people is being ex-
pressed through democratic elections and
the strengthening of the rule of law.

Only two countries in the entire hemi-
sphere remain outside this democratic com-
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munity of nations, Cuba and Haiti. And we
are working hard for the restoration of the
freely and fairly elected constitutional gov-
ernment of President Aristide in Haiti.
Cuba’s time has also come.

We wish for the people of Cuba what we
wish for all people of the Americas: freedom
of the press and speech, protection from ar-
bitrary arrest and respect for due process,
and the rule of law. We wish for the people
of Cuba what we strive for for ourselves:
prosperity, an environment where our basic
needs are met and where our children can
grow and develop spiritually and in safety.
We wish, on this historic anniversary, for a
prosperous, vibrant, flourishing democracy
that frees the creativity of the people of
Cuba.

Let me be clear. We maintain the trade
embargo against the Castro regime because
the United States does not want to do any-
thing that could strengthen the dictatorship.
As the same time, the Cuban Democracy Act
allows humanitarian assistance and the free
flow of communications and ideas that can
help to alleviate the suffering and isolation
of the Cuban people. It is for this reason that
I will continue to support Radio and TV
Marti; they are an important window to the
world.

The United States has no quarrel with the
Cuban people. There is a long history of mu-
tual cooperation and admiration between our
two peoples. Only the dictatorship stands be-
tween our two nations. The United States
will continue to encourage the dream of a
free and democratic Cuba. As José Marti,
hero of Cuba and of the Americas said, ‘‘We
love liberty, because in it we see the truth.’’
The whole world has now seen the truth of
the failure of dictatorship. I pray that soon
the Cuban people will enjoy the freedoms,
the rights, the privileges that they deserve
as human beings and that democracy so vig-
orously guarantees.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
May 21, 1994

Good morning. Hillary and I join our Na-
tion in mourning the loss of former First
Lady Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis. She in-
spired all of us with her grace and courage.
She loved art and culture, all the things that
express the better angels of our nature. She
and President Kennedy made people believe
that change for the better is possible, that
public service is a noble calling, and that we
ought to be about the business of building
our country up, not tearing it down or pulling
it apart.

This is a time of considerably more cyni-
cism and pessimism, when harsh rhetoric of
division and distraction and outright destruc-
tion sometimes dominates discussion of pub-
lic issues. But it is well today to remember
the examples of President and Mrs. Ken-
nedy. They changed our lives for the better
because they helped us to believe we could
change for the better. That is still true. It
is ultimately pointless and self-defeating to
believe any other way.

Today I want to talk about two things we
can all do to change our future for the better:
improving our economy and solving the
health care crisis in America. Although we’re
still in the dawn of our economic recovery,
we’ve clearly begun to turn the economy
around, to set the stage for long-term and
sustainable economic growth. The deficit is
down. Inflation and unemployment are
down. Growth, the stock market, jobs, and
consumer confidence are all up. In the first
15 months of our administration nearly 3 mil-
lion jobs were created, over 90 percent of
them in the private sector, more than in the
previous 4 years combined.

When Congress passes our budget this
year we’ll have 3 years of declining deficits
for the first time since Harry Truman was
President. With our effort to reinvent the
Government to do more with less, we’re re-
ducing the size of the Federal payroll by over
250,000 people. And when it’s done, we’ll
have the smallest Federal Government in
over 30 years, since Kennedy was President.
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